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The FAFSA opens today!  Grab your income taxes from the prior prior year, and
get started.  Minimal changes have been made to the FAFSA this year; big ones
will be coming next year.  

Please know that you can only initially submit your financial data to 10 colleges. 
 But you can go back into the FAFSA and add more colleges.  Just delete the
colleges that you had added previously (the data will have been submitted to
them) and add the college codes for the remaining colleges on your list (hopefully
there are only a few!).  Again, you will not be deleting the data for the colleges
that you initially submitted.

Even if you are not planning to apply for financial aid, I still do recommend that
you fill out the FAFSA after you have been accepted.  Many colleges require the
FAFSA to be on record if you ask for financial aid down the road--in the event
that your financial situation has changed.  Better safe than sorry in my mind...



    COLLEGE IN THE SPOTLIGHT:         MCGILL UNIVERSITY

Strong international feel in French speaking Montreal; instruction is in English
Only 10% live in university housing; Montreal has clean, affordable housing
Individualism is encouraged; differences and creativity are celebrated
Campus is an oasis in the city; winters are cold (but there's an ice skating rink!)
Strengths lie in pre-professional programs such as law, engineering and
medicine; sciences receive lots of praise
Programs that help freshmen transition to college are tailored to international
students, including those from the US
Classes are demanding and large; the atmosphere is considered competitive
44% are from Quebec; 31% are international
Many on-campus activities, but students love to go into Montreal for
restaurants, festivals, and concerts.

   INTERESTING FACTS:

   KEY CONCEPT:         LOAN SIMULATOR

One of the most useful resources out there for families who are navigating the
college admissions process is the Loan Simulator through the US Department of
Education. Please go to: https://studentaid.gov/loan-simulator/

Essentially, you can calculate your loan payments and then choose a repayment
plan that makes most sense for you. You're able to see how you can reduce your
monthly payments (which may increase the total amount you end up paying), and
you can see how to pay your loans off faster. You can also see the impact of
suspending payments and consolidating your loans.

Parents who are thinking about taking out Parent PLUS loans can use this tool as
well. You can quickly see how staggering the cost of these loans can be for many
families.

Location:  Montreal, Quebec                                   
# of Undergrads:  18,722
Acceptance Rate:  54%

Student / Faculty Ratio:   1:16
Returning Freshmen:  92%
% Receiving Merit Aid: --

https://studentaid.gov/loan-simulator/
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I help students and their families navigate the college admissions process.  I empower
students to figure out who they are and where they belong, and I provide structure, insight,
and enthusiasm as they apply to colleges that are the best fit academically, socially, and
financially.  Contact me for a 30 minute complimentary session to learn more!

COMMON APPLICATION TIPS:

Towards the right side of the Common App's dashboard you'll find a button called
"Application Requirements." Click on it, and you'll get a handy spreadsheet of
application deadlines and requirements for all the colleges you're applying to.

Complete the Common App tab first. This is where you'll answer basic questions
about you and your parents, and you'll enter information about your high school and
your courses. You'll also enter your activities (work on these in a separate document
and then copy them into the Common App) and upload your personal essay (again,
work on that in a separate document and then copy&paste).  Then you're ready to
focus on each individual college application.

You get to specify the teacher/s who are writing Letters of Recommendation for you
for each college you're applying to (in other words, you can vary the teachers
according to the college).

You also get to specify whether you are submitting test scores for each college
you're applying to. You may decide to apply test optional to a few colleges,
depending on your scores and the college selectivity.

Optional essays really aren't optional!  Take the opportunity to tell these colleges
something more about yourself!

Use the Additional Information section wisely as well.  Do you need to explain
something about your high school?  Do you need to explain something about your
academic history?  Be honest, direct, and concise.

You will submit each college application separately. When you click on Review and
Submit, you'll be able to save your application as a pdf, and then you can print it out
(if you so desire) and proof it. Do not bypass this step!  

The Common App gets inundated around big deadlines and could crash. Nothing is
worse than clicking "submit" and then watching that little disc spin and spin and
spin. Do yourself the favor of submitting a few days (or how about a few weeks?!)
before the deadline. 

http://www.mgsed.com/
http://mgsed.com/


MESSAGE TO PARENTS WHO ARE LOOKING FOR 
ASSISTANCE AND RELIEF!
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I have just a few slots remaining for juniors who would like to have assistance
navigating the college admissions process.  I like to start in the fall ideally (or early
spring), so please let me know if you'd be interested.

I am also now filling slots for sophomores.  With sophomores, I like to focus on their
academics (what classes they are taking currently, and which ones they plan on
taking junior and senior year) and their activities.  Planning is crucial; I'm finding that
kids and families make decisions early on that can have real and very unintended
consequences for college admissions down the road.  

Please check out my website for more information: www.mgsed.com/services. I'm
more than happy to talk with you about what services I provide.  My ultimate goal is
to reduce the stress on families at they go through this process!

http://www.mgsed.com/
http://mgsed.com/

